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Geneva - on 9 November 2021 Christie’s will proudly offer THE MARIE ANTOINETTE DIAMONDS as lot 

1 of its live Magnificent Jewels Auction to be held at the Four Seasons Hotel des Bergues. Presented 

in their current form, the 112 diamonds, originally belonging to Queen Marie-Antoinette of France 

(1755-1793), are set as a historic pair of bracelets (estimated $2,000,000-4,000,000).     

‘Over the past 255 years Christie’s have offered many Historic Jewels from Royal Houses around the 

world. It is a privilege to be able to offer these exceptional and unique bracelets for sale at Christie’s 

where they will attract bidding from collectors globally. As seen in recent Geneva sales, the market for 

jewels of noble provenance continues to perform extremely well’ commented François Curiel, 

Chairman Christie’s Luxury. 



In 1776 Marie Antoinette had been Queen of France for two years and was already recognised as the 

queen of elegance and style. She could not resist jewellery – especially diamonds. In the spring of 1776, 

she bought these two diamond bracelets for 250,000 livres, a huge sum at the time. According to 

Count Mercy-Argenteau, Austria’s Ambassador to France, they were paid partly in gemstones from 

the Queen’s collection and partly with funds the Queen received from King Louis XVI. Recent 

discoveries by jewellery historian Vincent Meylan shows that in February 1777, in the personal papers 

of King Louis XVI, it is stated: ‘to the Queen: down payment of 29,000 livres for the diamond bracelets 

she bought from Boehmer’. 

 

ESCAPE FROM FRANCE AND THE LEGACY OF THE DIAMONDS 

Count Mercy-Argenteau left his post as Ambassador of the Austrian Empire to France in 1790 and took 

office in Brussels. On 11 January 1791, he received a letter from Queen Marie-Antoinette, then a 

prisoner in the Tuileries in Paris. It announced that a wooden chest would be sent to him for 

safekeeping. Mercy-Argenteau stored it unopened for the next couple of years. On 16 October 1793, 

Marie Antoinette was guillotined and in February 1794, Emperor Francis II of Austria (1768-1835) 

ordered the chest to be opened in Brussels and an inventory to be made. It read as ‘Item no. 6 – A pair 

of bracelets where three diamonds, with the biggest set in the middle, form two barrettes; the two 

barrettes serve as clasps, each comprising four diamonds and 96 collet-set diamonds’. Madame Royale 

(1778-1851), surviving daughter of Marie-Antoinette, received these jewels in January 1796 upon her 

arrival in Austria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a portrait by Antoine-Jean Gros (1771-1835), painted 

in 1816, Madame Royale is wearing a pair of diamond 

bracelets consistent with the Brussels inventory. 

Madame Royale died childless on 19 October 1851. Her 

will dated 1 July 1851 states that the entirety of her 

jewellery collection – including Marie Antoinette's jewels 

– was to be divided among her three nieces and nephews: 

Count of Chambord (1820-1883), Countess of Chambord 

(1817-1886) and Duchess of Parma (1819-1864).  

 

Of the pieces with a traceable provenance back to the Queen of France, these extraordinary bracelets 

are the only example to include diamonds belonging to her and to retain the exact design described 

in the Brussels inventory. While it is possible that the bracelets might have been remounted at a later 

stage, no changes were made to the overall composition and the number of diamonds, except for 

those on the clasp, were kept identical as per the inventory. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

Viewings:  

New York 27-29th of September 
Hong Kong 7-10th of October 
Shanghai Second half of October 
Beijing  Second half of October 
Geneva  4-8 November 

Auction:  

Geneva, 9 November 2021 

At the Four Seasons Hotel des Bergues 
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About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online 
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 
countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New 
York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in 
mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In 
recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 
2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff 
Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction 
calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a 
major auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means 
of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are 
redefining the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, 
global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 
achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to 
amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  

 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of 
applicable fees.  
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